MR. CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE:

[T IS WITH A SENSE OF GRATITUDE THAT I COME BEFORE YOU
TODAY. GRATITUDE FIRST T0 THE PRESIDENT FOR HOMINATING ME TO
THE POSITION OF SURGEON GENERAL OF THE U.S. PUBLIC HEALTH
SERVICE AND GRATITUDE TO MEMBERS OF THIS COMMITTEE FOR THE
GRACIOUS MANNER IN WHICH THEY RECEIVED ME. I WOULD LIKE TO
ACKNOWLEDGE THE CLOSE COOPERATION BETWEEN THE PRESENT SECRETARY
OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES AND THE DISTINGUISHED RANKING
AINORITY MEMBER OF THIS COMMITTEE AND THEIR CONSIDERABLE CONTRI-
BUTIONS TO THE HEALTH OF THEWATION. MY SPECIAL APPRECIATION
GOES TO YOU, MR. CHAIRMAN, FOR YOUR CONCERN THROUGHOUT THE PAST
SEVERAL MONTHS FOR THE INPORTANCE AND THE VALUE TO THE AMERICAN
PEOPLE OF THE POST OF SURGEON GENERAL. 1T IS IN THAT SAME
SPIRIT THAT 1 AM HERE THIS MORNING AS THE NOMINEE FOR THE

POSITION OF SURGEON GENERAL.
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MR. CHAIRMAN, THERE HAVE BEEN A DOZEN MEN WHO HAVE HELD THE
POSITION OF SURGEON GENERAL, SINCE THAT TITLE WAS AUTHORIZED IN
1875, IF THIS COMMITTEE SHOULD RECOMMEND TO THE SENATE THAT I

Succeed these .eminent
BE APPROVED, THEN IT WILL BE MY GOOD FORTUNE TN BE-—FHE—FHRTEENTH metcia.
IN-HNE+- BUT I UNDERSTAND THAT THIS IS NOT A DECISION THE COMMITTEE
OR THE SENATE WILL MAKE ON BEHALF OF C. EVERETT KoOP. IT IS A
DECISION MADE OM BEHALF OF THE PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES AMD
THEIR UNIQUE PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE, IT IS MY HOPE THAT IN THE
MEXT FEW MINUTES I MAY IMDICATE TO YOU THE KINDS OF PROFESSINNAL
.hon
AND PERSONAL STRENGTHS I WOULD BRING TO THE‘F'ASK SO THAT, IF
CONFIRMED, I MAY ADD MY CONTRIBUTIOM TO THOSE MADE BY MY
DISTINGUISHED TWEEYE PREDECESSORS.
The pelse wien Who Wane Waid +he fosion
[N=GENER G FRRMS—MRE=IT Iy, TR SURGEON GENERAL  +hwsSaw
effectues oath  g\u uxeé
HAS BEEN ABLE TO FUNCTION BECAUSE #% HAS pATL THREE KINDS OF
EXPERIENCES VITAL TO SUCCESS IN THAT POSITION: FIRST, A Wofesionad
caxeey

PARTHCHEAR—SPEETAEFE IN MEDICINE THROUGH WHICH HE HAS LEARNED
THE SPECIFIC PROBLEMS OF AN INDIVIDUAL ENCOUNTERING HIS OR

HER ENVIRONMENT.
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S MY EQMG PROFESSIONAL CAREER WHENTWAS™
29 AS THE SIXTH SURGEON IN THE UNITED STATES TO CONFINE HIS

inad iﬁﬁ“v;\‘oﬁrsiu(
SURGICAL PRACTICE EXCLUSIVELY TO THE CARE OF CHILDREN. wfﬁ)jﬁ:‘;&}
]
' weabtn oF
SRR, [ HELPED FOUND SOCIETIES PERTINENT TO PEDIATRIC *:.\;g_;zﬂfu\duq
CWHt

SURGERY, AND ESTABLISHED LIAISON WITH OTHER DISTINGUISHED
BODIES SUCH AS THE AMERICAN ACADEMY OF PEDIATRICS AND THE

AMERICAN COLLEGE OF SURGEONS. n oider Yo MW bvo&c&b,\ address Ve
neatts oF oW\ cWildiven,

[ FOUNDED THE FIRST AND ONLY JOURNAL OF PEDIATRIC SURGERY
IN ENGLISH. AD WAS EDITOR-IN-CHIEF OF THAT JOURNAL FOR TWELVE

YEARS IN ADDITION TO MY OTHER DUTIES.

THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AGO THE SURGICAL MORTALITY OF CHILDREN

WAS ABYSMAL, PARTICULARLY THAT OF INFANTS AND ESPECIALLY THE

{n 4he words of "'b“*?“—sf S'Or%eor\.é\ex\e(‘o.l * the heedin of o noXion C&;\é&ex

NEWBORN. I BELIEVE I CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY TO THE BEEEEEEON 4naw +he
\eaprovemeuk o caild Walih n O CounwteH heatth of
OF—FNFANT=MERFALETY: FIRST, BY ASSESSING THE NEED FOR IMPROVEMENT Cﬁ?\m@\'f
n+Haas
IN PEDIATRIC ANESTHESIA AND PROVIDING LEADERSHIP (AS WELL AS fegard

PARTICIPATION) FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE SPECIALTY OF
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PEDIATRIC ANESTHESIOLOGY: SECOMDLY, BY DIRECT CONTRIBUTION TO
THE BASIC KNOWLEDGE OF SURGICAL TECHNIQUES AS WELL AS PRE- AND
POST-OPERATIVE CARE: THEM, BY ESTABLISHING WITH A GRANT FROM
THE CHILDREN‘S BUREAU THE FIRST NEOMATAL INTENSIVE CARE UNIT IN
THE COUNTRY: AND FOURTH, BY CONTRIBUTING TECHNICAL CHAMGES TO
THE MOST WIDELY USED INCUBATOR FOR PREMATURE INFANTS SO THAT

SURGICAL PATIENTS COULD BE CARED FOR IN THAT PR -ENVIRONMENT ,

AT THE UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA AND THE CHILDREN'S
HOSPITAL OF PHILADELPHIA, SURGEONS HAD TO EARN THEIR LIVING ON

A FEE-FOR-SERVICE BASIS. SO I HAD A LOMG AND CONCENTRATED

EXPERIENCE IN THE MARKET PLACE. —

WHEN [ LEFT MY SURGICAL LIFE IN THE SPRING OF THIS YEAR, I
HAD BEEN PRACTICING THE SPECIALTY OF PEDIATRIC SURGERY LOMGER

THAN ANYONE ELSE. ta Muws cooait).
(\bw‘\ﬁ Urtel 4o +ha efectivenins of

55200’35 THE SURGEON GENERAL MQG$=ﬁﬁWE'SOHE EXPERIENCE IN DEALING

WITH THETEEALTH NEEDS OF A CROSS-SECTION OF AMERICAN SOCIETY,







































